
In Puerto Rico, the danger of a tsunami is real. This natural event, considered a coastal hazard, has the potential to affect any of the 44 coastal municipalities of the island.  
Two (2) tsunamis, in 1867 and 1918, have affected the Puerto Rico coastal region causing death and destruction.  Although the source of
these historical tsunamis were local earthquakes, future tsunamis could also be generated by regional and distant  earthquakes, local landslides and, with less probability, by 
a volcanic eruption or the impact of a meteorite.  

SinceSince 1996, the Puerto Rico Seismic Network (PRSN), with funding from the Federal Emergency,Management Agency (FEMA), National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) and  the University of Puerto Rico at Mayagüez (UPRM) began the Puerto Rico Tsunami Warning and Mitigation Program
This program consists of six tasks: 

1) preparation of tsunami flood and evacuation maps for the archipelago of Puerto Rico 
2) education activities about this “forgotten hazard” 
3) real-time seismic waveform analysis for rapid determination of local/regional/teleseismic earthquake source parameters 
4) development of tsunami response procedures 
5) preparation of an 5) preparation of an Atlantic-Caribbean Historical Tsunami Database
6) participation in the meetings of the USA National Tsunami Hazard Mitigation Program

PRSNPRSN is working towards the development of the Tsunami Ready Program for Puerto Rico with funding from NOAA and support from the Puerto Rico Emergency Management 
Agency, Municipal Emergency Management Offices and UPRM,  As of today, eleven (11) coastal municipalities have been recognized as Tsunami Ready by the National Weather 
Service while 12 are in the process of earning this recognition. The Tsunami Ready Program was designed to help coastal communities reduce the potential from disastrous 
tsunami-related consequences. The overall goal is to save lives and properties.  
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Tsunami Ready In progress


